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20-Year Career Comes to a Close for Lincolnshire Police Officer 
(LINCOLNSHIRE, Ill.) The Village of Lincolnshire celebrated the retirement of Police Officer Michael Clark 
after 20 years of dedicated public service on October 3.  
 
Clark began his career as a Lincolnshire officer on September 30, 2002, and since impacted the Police 
Department by overseeing training, including the Firearms Training Simulator (FATS); becoming an 
advanced evidence technician; and serving as a certified instructor for American Red Cross CPR/AED, 
firearms, rifles, less lethal weapons, radar/lidar, and ALICE active shooter training. 
 
Additionally, Clark was Lincolnshire’s representative on Lake County’s Crisis Outreach and Support Team 
(COaST) to support residents with mental or behavioral health challenges when they interact with law 
enforcement. 
 
During his retirement celebration, Clark said the two highlights of his career were developing relationships 
with members of the community and serving on the COaST team. He also thanked the Lincolnshire 
community and Village Board of Trustees for always supporting police officers.  
 
Clark facilitated numerous public fundraising events for Special Olympics, and a Movember challenge 
among Police Department members to raise awareness about men’s health issues like prostate and 
testicular cancer and suicide. 
 
In 2007, he and two other officers were recognized by the Village Board of Trustees for saving a person 
from the Des Plaines River after the individual attempted suicide. Additionally, he received three lifesaving 
awards and numerous honorable mentions from the Police Department throughout his career. Clark is also 
a two-time recipient of the Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) recognition award for his enforcement 
of drivers under the influence.  
 
Finally, Clark expressed his gratitude to the telecommunicators at the Deerfield Dispatch Center during his 
final call to dispatch. He explained how telecommunicators are the “unsung heroes of law enforcement,” 
and how their work is vital to the safety of the community and police officers. 
 
“We wish Mike well as he embarks into his next chapter of life,” Joe Leonas, police chief, said. “He 
dedicated 20 years of service to Lincolnshire, and, on behalf of everyone in the Police Department and the 
community, we say thank you for your kindness and caring.” 
 
The Village of Lincolnshire, 1957, is a northern suburb of Chicago and is conveniently adjacent to the Tri-
State Tollway. Lincolnshire is home to 7,940 residents, two nationally-recognized public school districts, 
and over 400 businesses – a number of which are global headquarters and Fortune 500 companies. 
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Enclosed: Photo of Officer Clark giving a Lincolnshire resident a Police Department patch at Balzer Park 
 
 


