
 

 

 
 

Storm Sewer Utility Fee – Frequently Asked Questions 
 

What is a storm sewer utility fee? 
On December 14, 2021, the Village Board adopted a storm sewer utility fee after more than one-and-a-
half years of discussion and deliberation. The intent of the fee is to pay for storm sewer projects and 
services. Communities structure fee models differently, but a common approach is based on the total 
amount of impervious surface on each property. Impervious surfaces – like building footprints, driveways, 
parking lots, and patios – prevent storm water from being absorbed into the ground. Storm water typically 
runs off the property and into the Village’s storm sewer system, detention basins, or other storm water 
infrastructure. Properties with large impervious surface areas place greater strain on the storm sewer 
system. During heavy rain events, the storm sewer system needs to remove storm water from the street 
as quickly as possible to prevent localized flooding.  
 
The 2020 Village-Wide Drainage Study identified more than $13.7 million in storm sewer capital 
improvement projects (and related bond payments over a 30-year term), annual maintenance, and 
operations over the next 10 years which would benefit all properties in Lincolnshire. To complete the 
projects as soon as possible, the Village will issue bonds to finance the projects over a period of time.  
 
What types of projects will the fee fund? When will the projects begin? 
In addition to funding annual maintenance and operations, the fee will fund the following projects: 

 Southeast – Windsor Drive: sewer main along Windsor Drive to Canterbury Road; laterals along 
Anglican Lane, Kings Cross Drive, Dukes Lane; new parallel outfall to the West Fork of the North 
Branch of the Chicago River. Construction scheduled for 2022. 

 Lincolnshire Drive North: sewer main along Oxford Drive; remove and replace outfall to Des Plaines 
River at Spring Lake Park; lateral at Lancaster Lane and replace sewer between homes at Oakwood 
and Cedar Lanes. Construction scheduled for 2023. 

 Lincolnshire Drive South: sewer main along Lincolnshire Drive south; pump station; and new outfall 
to the Des Plaines River. Construction scheduled for 2024. 

 Lincolnshire Creek – Coventry Lane: sewer main along Coldstream Circle; laterals at Victoria Lane, 
Kensington Lane, Coventry Lane; and replace outlet at Des Plaines River. Construction scheduled for 
2027. 

 
Reasons for the timing of storm sewer projects include (1) coinciding with other capital projects such as 
water and sanitary sewer upgrades and road resurfacing (to only have to disturb roads and gutters once); 
and (2) how soon the Village can obtain permits from external agencies such as the Lake County 
Stormwater Management Commission and Army Corps of Engineers. The Lincolnshire Drive North / South 
and Lincolnshire Creek – Coventry Lane projects require new outfalls to the Des Plaines River, and require 
higher standards of review by these agencies. 
 
Will these projects prevent the Des Plaines River from flooding? 
In short, no. The Des Plaines River watershed encompasses hundreds of square miles extending into 
southern Wisconsin. If the Des Plaines River overflows, there is nothing the storm sewer system can do to 
redirect water back to the river. However, these projects are designed to capture, hold, and slow the 
release of storm water to reduce flooding on local roads and alleviate the pressure on the Des Plaines 
River. 
 
 



 

 

How is the fee determined? 
The fee is based on a property’s impervious surface square footage. This is commonly referred to as a 
“residential equivalent unit” or “REU” fee. Properties are assigned an REU value based on the square 
footage of impervious surface on the property. The amount charged per REU depends on the total amount 
needed for storm sewer infrastructure projects. The fee is calculated and applied based on the following 
methodology: 
 
1) The Village calculates the average impervious surface square footage for all detached single-family 

residential homes. This value serves as the baseline for calculating what a typical utility customer 
pays. (Lincolnshire’s REU value is 2,500 square feet.) 
 

2) Using the base REU value, the Village assigns REUs to all properties. This is determined by dividing 
total impervious square footage for each utility customer’s property by the base REU value. For 
example, if a property has 10,000 square feet of impervious surface, and Lincolnshire’s baseline REU 
value is 2,500 square feet, the REU value assigned to that property is 4 REU’s. 
 

3) After calculating REUs for each customer, the Village adds up all REUs across the community to 
determine the denominator. (Lincolnshire’s total REU amount is 12,670.) 
 

4) The total annual costs to cover storm sewer capital/debt and operating expenses is, on average, 
approximately $1.4 million each of the next 10 years. After accounting for a transfer from General 
Fund revenues to cover a portion of the storm sewer expenses (approximately $437,000/year), divide 
the remaining total capital/debt and operating expenses (approximately $978,000) by total REUs to 
determine the REU fee. The amount charged per REU depends on the total amount needed for storm 
sewer projects. ($978,000 [estimated annual expenses] / 6,335 [REUs].) 

 
Based on the calculation above, the average homeowner will pay a fee of $154.44/year 
($12.88/month). The lowest fee a property owner would pay is $77.22/year ($6.44/month) based on 
impervious surface of 2,500 square feet or less. To put this into perspective, the typical household pays 
more for their Netflix or Amazon Prime subscription per month than they will to fund necessary storm 
sewer projects that will benefit the Village for decades.  
 
My taxes are already too high. Why is the Village making me pay more? 
The storm sewer utility fee is not a tax. Typically, a tax (e.g., property tax, food & beverage tax, room & 
admission tax, etc.) goes into the Village’s General Fund to pay for daily operations and services like 
police, community and economic development, snow plowing, maintenance of parks and paths, and many 
other services. The money collected from the storm sewer utility fee is intended to pay for storm sewer 
projects and services related to maintenance of the storm sewer system. 
 
The Village Board of Trustees recognizes no one likes paying more in fees, and the Board did not make 
this decision lightly. Conversations about establishing a storm sewer utility fee to assist in funding 
necessary storm sewer infrastructure took place since early-2020. The Lincolnshire Village Board prides 
itself on alleviating the financial burden of residents as much as possible by levying taxes that mostly 
affect non-residents (e.g., sales tax, room & admission tax), and maintaining an extremely low property 
tax. In fact, for every $1 you pay in property taxes, the Village receives less than $0.03. 
 
Can I reduce the fee I pay for my property? 
Yes. Property owners can remove impervious surface on their property to reduce their fee (a site work 
and/or building permit may be required for this work). Additionally, property owners can apply for a one-
time payment from the Village for up to 50% of project costs (not to exceed $2,000) if they install new 
storm water infrastructure that captures and retains rain during storm events. Examples of qualifying 
projects include rain gardens, bio swales, dry wells, and porous/permeable pavement. Applications are 
available on the Village website by clicking “I Want To > Apply For > Applications and Permits” and will be 
reviewed on a first-come, first-served basis. The Village allocates funds for the incentive program on an 
annual basis. If a property owner applies for an incentive payment and annual funds are depleted, the 
application will be waitlisted until the following year when funds become available. 
 



 

 

I’m an out-of-Village water/sanitary sewer customer, but I’m being billed for the storm sewer 
utility fee – why? 
In accordance with State law, the Village is permitted to assess a storm sewer utility fee to all Lincolnshire 
utility customers who benefit from the Village’s storm water system, including but not limited to storm 
sewers, retention / detention ponds, and drainage ditches. While most out-of-Village utility customers do 
not have storm sewers maintained by the Village, the storm water runoff from these properties flows into 
Indian Creek and the Des Plaines River which are part of the storm water management system that is 
maintained by the Village. The purpose of the fee is to maintain and/or improve the infrastructure system-
wide for the benefit of all Village residents and utility customers. 
 
I’m still not pleased with the fee. How do I appeal it? 
Village code section 8-2C-9 describes the appeal process in detail. At a high level, customers can appeal 
their fine for one or more of the following reasons: 
 
1) Errors in the square footage of the impervious surface area of the property; 
2) Mathematical errors in calculating the fee to be applied to the property; 
3) Errors in the identification of the owner or address of a parcel subject to the fee; or 
4) There are unique features of, or unique circumstances affecting, the property, such that the amount of 

the storm sewer utility fee does not approximately reflect the impact of the property on the Village 
storm sewer system. To receive an adjustment under this section, the unique features or 
circumstances must not be generally applicable or present to other properties in the Village. 

 
The appeal is first reviewed by the Finance Director. If the Finance director denies the request, the 
property owner can appeal to the Village Manager. If the Village Manager denies the request, the property 
owner can appeal to the Village Board. 


