
National Take Back Day 
 
On Saturday, April 27, 2019 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. the Lincolnshire Police Department and the 
U. S. Drug Enforcement Administration will provide the public an opportunity to prevent pill 
abuse and theft by ridding their homes of potentially dangerous expired, unused, and unwanted 
prescription drugs.  Bring your pills for disposal to the Lincolnshire Police Department located at 
1 Olde Half Day Road.  The DEA cannot accept liquids or needles or sharps, only pills or 
patches.  The service is free and anonymous, no questions asked. 
   
This initiative addresses a vital public safety and public health issue.  Medicines that languish in 
home cabinets are highly susceptible to diversion, misuse, and abuse.  Rates of prescription drug 
abuse in the U.S. are alarmingly high, as are the number of accidental poisonings and overdoses 
due to these drugs.  According to Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA), almost half of teens (47%) report it is easy to get prescription drugs from a parent’s 
medicine cabinet. Unsecured and improper storage of prescription medication can lead to an 
open invitation for experimentation or self-medication of our youth who are curious and fearless. 
Stories from individuals who began their journey of substance abuse often begin with using other 
peoples’ medications due to easy access.  In addition, Americans are now advised that their usual 
methods for disposing of unused medicines—flushing them down the toilet or throwing them in 
the trash—both pose potential safety and health hazards.  

One last item to note – the Stand Strong Coalition distributes safe disposal maps with the 
locations of drop boxes available every day as well as lock tops for safe storage of prescriptions. 
Most 24-hour Walgreens have secured safe disposal boxes in their pharmacies. We encourage 
residents, professionals and the community at large to share this information with their families, 
patients, clients, and friends in order to increase this initiative.  For more information, please 
visit www.standstrongocoalition.org.  
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